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A fresh and comprehensive exploration of how health care rationing decisions are made, this book offers not specific criteria for rationing--like age or quality of life--but a comparative analysis of three alternative decision makers: consumers paying out of pocket, government and insurance officials setting limits on treatments and coverage, and physicians making decisions at the bedside. Hall's analysis reveals that none of these alternatives is uniformly superior, and, therefore, a mix of all three is inevitable.The author develops his analysis along three lines of reasoning: political economics, ethics, and law. The economic dimension addresses the practical feasibility of each method for making spending decisions. The ethical dimension discusses several theories--principally classic liberalism, social contract theory, and communitarianism--as well as concepts like autonomy and coercion. The legal dimension follows recent developments in legal doctrine such as informed consent, insurance coverage disputes, and the emerging direction of feder "His book is a helpful assessment of the decision-makers: individual patient, physician, and third party insurer.His arguements are thorough. He does not back away from discussing some of the most hotly debated topics in medical rationing. For the reader interested in a comprehensive study of rationing from a new perspective of who decides, Mark Hall's volume is a good place to begin." --Ethics and Medicine"A fresh and comprehensive exploration of how health care rationing decisions are made."--Issues in Law and Medicine"An ideal book for readers with an interest in careful argumentation and analysis as well as an informed and incisive examination of literature from a wide range of disciplines, including ethics, political theory, economics, sociology, and law.An unqualified success"--Medical Humanities Review"Making Medical Spending Decisions is a formidable contribution to the rationing debate. Professor Hall's conclusion that physicians inevitably must serve as both economic and treatment agents should not only refuel the controversy over the physician's role at the bedside, but also provide an important
